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I’
m continually in search of
uncomplaining and hard-
working summer plants for my
frontgarden.Mypatch is likea lot
of urban ones: the soil is poor and
comparatively dry and the bor-
ders, at 150cmwide, are not very
accommodating. Although thatmay seem
agenerouswidth, it’s abitnarrowtoeasily
layer plants two and three deep, which is
what you need if you are keen on a proper
flowery confection look.
So, if your border is narrower than
3metres,youneedtosearch forplants that
are upright and slim, those that are happy
to interweavewithothersandthosewitha
compact habit. The danger with compact
plants,however, is thattheyoftenlooklike
blobs.That’sfine,Isuppose, ifyou’regoing
for a scatter of cupcakes look, but not if
you’re trying for a wild-ish and convivial
mood, which is what I’m after.
So,usecompactplantsat thefrontof the
border, but not in a uniform row: inter-
sperse them with taller ones, for a more
natural appearance.
Also, I’mnotwilling towagebattlewith
slugs, snails or other pests, unless it’s
to protect something Iwant to eat. There-
fore, everythingornamentalherehas tobe
critter-proof. It also has to be disease-
proof, long-flowering and to requiremin-
imal staking.
A word on preventing plants from top-
pling: I don’t want to be tying myself in
knots with bits of string or pokingmy eye
out with bamboo canes. So, half-moon
supports (made fromsteel rods)arealmost
the only reinforcing devices that I use. It
takes only a minute to lift up the foliage,
shove the legs of the support into the
groundandgentlyarrangetheplantsothat
it is invisibly held in place. The trick with
all supports is topropyourplantsupbefore
they flop.
Much better, though, is a tall plant that
Grow for it
Prop before they drop
Half-hoop plant supports
are available from many
garden suppliers, including
johnstowngardencentre.ie,
mulhallobelisks.com and
thegardenshop.ie. Spirals
for taller plants such as
delphiniums are available
from howbertandmays.ie.
Ornate domed and flared
supports can be found at
quickcrop.ie.
Blarney in Bloom
Next Sunday sees Blarney
Castle Gardens’ annual
summer fair in aid of Irish
Guide Dogs for the Blind.
There will be garden stalls, a
dog show and talks by
Susan Turner, of
Ballymaloe, Hester Forde, of
Coosheen Garden, Madeline
McKeever, of Brown
Envelope Seeds. Admission:
€5 blarneycastle.ie
Jane digs . . .
The South African Diascia
personata: one of the best
plants for a summer
border, but hard to find.
Write down the name and
if you see the plant for sale,
grab it. The small salmon-
coloured blooms are held
on rigid stems, about
90cm tall.
gardening@sunday-times.ie
requires no staking, and there are many
that are perfect for urban gardens with
limited space. One of my favourites is
purple toadflax (Linaria purpurea), an
Italian wildflower that grows to between
60cm and 1m and bears thin and lithe
spikes of tiny purple snapdragon flowers.
It usually arrives uninvited in gardens,
so is often considered a weed. I love it,
though, as it flowers for fiveor sixmonths,
and is a great hit with bumblebees.
The cultivar, ‘Canon Went’, has shell-
pink flowers, wine-toned stems and
greyish leaves.
The purple woodland sages (Salvia
nemorosa and its relatives) also bear
upright spikes of flowers, shorter,
denser and more static than those of
toadflax.Thereare loadsofdifferentvarie-
ties, including ‘Ostfriesland’, ‘Caradonna’
(both about 50cm) and ‘Mainacht’ (up
to ametre).
Cut back the first lot of flowers when
they finish (within the next few weeks),
water the plants well, give a liquid feed,
and you’ll get another lesser flush later.
This regime goes for all perennials that
finish blooming around now. Feeding and
wateringisessentialaftercuttingback:the
act of flowering is exhausting, and the
soil at the base of plants in this crowded
season is often bone dry, especially in
urban gardens.
Foxglovesandverbascums,bothperen-
nialsandbiennials(whichImentionedtwo
weeks ago), workwell in narrow borders.
Verbascum chaixii ‘Album’ has no estab-
lishedcommonname,but itscumbersome
handle is worth trying to remember.
It bears multiple, metre-tall spires of
white flowerswith curious, velvety, papal
purple stamens.
Aswithall theplantsI’verecommended
so far (and those to come) it is brilliant for
bees. Also in the tall and thin category is
the purple-topped, square-stemmed
Verbena bonariensis, which I mentioned
lastweekandonmanyother occasions, as
it is so versatile.
Knautia macedonica is a plant that
weaves companionably among its
neighbours, slinging its wiry stems and
claret-coloured pin cushions here and
there so that they seem to bob in the air.
Thistle relative Cirsium rivulare ‘Atropur-
pureum’ bears flowers the same colour.
The stiff stems don’t allow them to
bounce, but they are held ametre ormore
high,sotheydoagoodjoboffloatingabove
the rest of the fray.
Other such floaters include opium
poppies and cornflowers, both annuals.
With the latter, be sure to get tall varieties
such as ‘Blue Boy’, ‘Blue Ball’, ‘BlackBall’,
‘Red Ball’, ‘Pinkie’ and ‘Snowman’. Tall
cornflowersmayneed stakingwith canes,
as half-moon hoops can be too heavy for
them. It’s too late to sowopiumpoppies or
cornflowers for this year, butyoucan start
theminAugustorSeptemberfornextyear.
The poppies will reliably self-seed
year after year, while the cornflowers
may or may not, depending on your
garden’s conditions.
Hardygeraniumsaregrand, serviceable
plants for an urban garden. ‘Rozanne’,
with pale-eyed, violet-mauve flowers, is
one of the best, blooming all summer. It’s
30cmto60cmtall andcanspread tocover
ametre over the season, so give it space. If
itgetstoosprawly,don’tbeafraidtogiveall
or part of it an unceremonious haircut.
I’ve been doing this for years, and it
recovers in a week or two. ‘Anne
The purple-
flowered Verbena
bonariensis is
a great addition
to a narrow border,
along with,
from top right,
Linaria purpurea,
Knautia
macedonica and
Verbascum chaixii
CREDIT
Up the
workers
In a narrow, dry urban border,
go for hardworkingmainly upright
plants for a long summer display
Thomson’, with its mad, shocking pink
flowers, is another candidate.
A finalplant foranurbanpatch(andany
dry-ish garden) is one with a common
name that is as unlovely as its botanical
one:Mexican fleabane or Erigeron karvin-
skianus. It sends out a continual froth of
tiny daisies that are just perfect for sof-
teningtheedgeofabedorgrowing inpots.
JANE
POWERS
GARDENS
Generation rent needs grown-up housing guidelines now
The private rented sector inIreland accommodates705,000 people in 324,000tenancies— in properties
owned by 172,000 registered
landlords. In the past 18months
alone there has been an increase of
12,000 registered landlords.
Although still regarded as a
second-class tenure, the private
rented sector is a significant part of
the housing system. It is set to
become notmerely a stopgap for
students, immigrants and the
unemployed, but also a
mainstream tenure for large
numbers of highly educated and
well-paid but employment-
uncertain people. Regulation and
maturation of this sector is
therefore critical.
Deasy’s Act of 1860 put the
relationship between a landlord
and tenant on a contractual basis,
but it wasn’t until 2004 that any
significant regulation of the sector
emerged in the form of the
Residential Tenancies Act. Before
the 2004 act landlords could
terminate tenancies without
reason, or with short notice
periods, and demandwhatever
rent theywanted. The act defined
what rent was to be charged
(“market rent”) and it gave tenants
certain rights over lease length and
notice periods. It still gave
landlords the upper handwhen it
came to reasons for eviction— use
by a familymember, and so on.
Around the same time the
Private Residential Tenancies Board
Big strides have beenmade in regulating the booming
private rented sector, but there’s still plenty ofwork to do
—now the Residential Tenancies
Board (RTB)—was established to
act as a register for tenancies and
landlords, and also as a dispute
resolutionmechanism. Previously,
landlords and tenants had to go to
court to resolve their differences.
Over the years, an increasing
number of landlords have
registeredwith the board, as they
are legally obliged to do, and it has
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ON THE
HOME FRONT
As renting a home becomes more than a stopgap measure, new rules are needed to protect tenants
resolved thousands of disputes.
About 1%-2% of all tenancies end
up in dispute, and it takes about
two to threemonths to resolve
them using the RTB, or half that if
the freemediation service is used.
Until 2015, the largest cause of
dispute was thewithholding of
deposits — it is now rent arrears.
Disputes involving deposits could
have been resolved by introducing
a deposit protection scheme,
where tenants’ deposits are held by
an independent body and returned
when both parties agree. Ireland is
now belatedly implementing such
a scheme, years behind other
countries, and it should be
operational later year. Credit here
should go to formerminister Alan
Kelly in legislating for it.
The Residential Tenancies
(Amendment) Act 2015 hasmoved
things on again. Approved housing
bodies have come under the remit
of the RTB. There is a new 24-
month period between rent
reviewswith a commensurate 90
days’ notice period for serving
such notices. This gives an effective
period of 27months between rent
changes but it will revert to 12-
month reviews after four years.
The notice of rent review is now
more specific. It must state the new
rent and the date it comes into
effect; be signed by the landlord or
their agent; include a statement to
say disputes over this new rent
must be referred to the RTB before
it comes into effect or within
28 days after; and include proof of
themarket rent.
Notice periods for terminations
of leases have also been extended
to amaximum of 224 days from a
landlord, or 112 days from a tenant.
On the day a tenant has to leave
they have the full 24 hours of that
day. Again, this is all positive as it
providesmore certainty for both
landlords and tenants, althoughwe
are not surewhat will happen after
the rent-freeze period expires.
Legislators still have not come to
termswith proper security of
tenure, such as removing use by a
familymember as a reason for
eviction, for example.
Given the rise of the private
rented sector, security of tenure
and rent certaintywill no longer be
something that can be put off.
Maturing the sector will mean
fundamental change and
disagreement along theway, but it
is vital that the sector becomes
more akin to the commercial
property investmentmarket where
occupied properties are worth
more than vacant ones, and
the longer the lease, themore
valuable the asset.
